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time for the fall of the satanic power of 
the United States has come, and the 
countdown to annihilation of the em-
peror of power and wealth has started.’’ 
It has started. And we are disarming 
unilaterally while Iran—we are talking 
about maybe some sanctions, like 
maybe that will work as well as it did 
against Iraq? It didn’t work because 
people cheated. 

Russia and China have said, hey, 
we’re making a lot of money selling to 
these folks right now. We’re not sure 
we’re getting on board with this. And 
all the while those centrifuges are just 
a spinnin’. They are spinnin’ while 
we’re all here talking. And we’re com-
ing closer to the day when 
Ahmadinejad will be able to try to 
keep his promise, all while we are dis-
arming. It makes no sense. We took an 
oath to provide for the common de-
fense. It is high time we did that. 

Mr. AKIN. I thank the gentleman for 
joining us. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
look forward to seeing you next 
Wednesday. 
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RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET, 
AND COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TEAGUE) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation as a member of the 
Committee on Agriculture, Committee 
on the Budget, and Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 25, 2010. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House, 
The Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Due to my recent 
appointment to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, I hereby announce my res-
ignation from the Committee on Agri-
culture; Committee on the Budget; and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT E. LATTA, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
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COMMEMORATING THE POLISH 
NATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and thank my colleagues who 
are joining us this evening, including 
Congressman JOE DONNELLY of Indiana, 
as we begin this special order com-
memorating the Polish Nation during 
its days of deepest mourning and the 
magnificent people of that country. 

As we speak here tonight in this 
hour, in my home district of Toledo, 
Ohio, the Polish community has gath-

ered for a memorial mass that began at 
St. Adalbert’s Catholic Church at 6:30 
p.m. They and we here tonight are 
united in solidarity with our Polish 
brothers and sisters halfway around 
the world. 

The Americans gathered tonight here 
in Congress, and in my home commu-
nity, and the 9 million Americans of 
Polish descent across our Nation, in 
places as far flung as Chicago, Detroit, 
New York, Toledo, Las Vegas, in places 
like Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, and 
indeed in Colorado and Texas, from 
coast to coast Americans are united in 
our mourning and in the encourage-
ment that we wish to share with the 
people of Poland in these dark hours. 

Today the House passed unanimously 
House Resolution 1246, originally intro-
duced by Congresswoman KATHY 
DAHLKEMPER of Erie, Pennsylvania, an-
other community with thousands of 
Polish Americans. And for that pas-
sage, the ambassador from Poland, Am-
bassador Robert Kupiecki, sat in the 
gallery as each vote ticked off. And it 
passed overwhelmingly, with over 400 
votes. That was an exceptionally emo-
tional moment for me, as we as a Na-
tion mourn the death and terrible loss 
of life that the Nation of Poland is 
bearing. 

The resolution expresses its deepest 
sympathies to the people of Poland and 
the families of those who perished for 
their profound loss. The resolution ex-
pressed strong and continued solidarity 
with the people of Poland and all per-
sons of Polish descent, and expressed 
unwavering support for the Polish Gov-
ernment as it works to overcome the 
loss of many of its key officials. And 
we know that Poland will prevail. 

It is important to place on the record 
also that the plane that crashed in the 
Katyn Forest, an area that embraces 
the collective tragedy of Poland’s pre-
cious leaders. In the most morbid of 
ironies, the doomed plane was flying to 
Russia to commemorate the 70th anni-
versary of the Katyn massacre, when 
more than 22,000 Polish officers, intel-
lectuals, leaders from all walks of life 
were summarily murdered at the hands 
of Joseph Stalin and the Soviet Army 
in and around Katyn Forest during 
World War II. Their bodies were buried 
and the truth hidden for seven decades. 
That is the truth of their slaughter. 
That history still must be made whole. 

And I know that on May 5, in a 
strange twist of fate, at the Library of 
Congress, with the help of the 
Kosciuszko Foundation, there had been 
planned a special all-day seminar, 
which will continue, on the Katyn mas-
sacre. I think that it will be even more 
well attended than was originally an-
ticipated. We thank the Library of 
Congress, its director, James 
Billington, and the Kosciuszko Founda-
tion from New York for their presence 
and their leadership in this effort. 

Before I turn to my colleagues who 
are on the floor tonight, let me just 
read a brief poem called ‘‘Buttons’’ by 
Zbigniew Herbert. What it talks about 

is the original Katyn massacre and how 
little is known about it in the outside 
world, and what a responsibility we 
have to document what happened 
there. The poem is brief, but it reads as 
follows: 

They come from depths upon the sur-
face 

The only tribute on their graves. 
They are attesting God will count 
Extend his mercy upon them. 
But how to raise from the dead 
If they’re a clammy piece of earth. 
A bird flew over, a cloud is passing 
A leaf is dropping, a mallow grows 
Heavens above are filled with silence 
The Katyn Forest smokes with fog. 
Only the buttons did not yield 
Powerful voice of silenced choirs, 
Only the buttons did not yield 
Buttons from coats and uniforms. 
I would like to yield to the gen-

tleman from Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) 
who was proudly here today to cast his 
vote for the resolution for such time as 
he may need. 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. I want to 
thank my good friend from Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in remem-
brance of the 96 people who died so 
tragically in the plane crash near Smo-
lensk, Russia, on Saturday, to stand 
here in solidarity with the Polish peo-
ple during their time of immense loss. 
This is a time of sorrow for both our 
nations. And I extend my deepest sym-
pathy to the Polish people. 

The plane crash near Smolensk took 
the lives of many of Poland’s leaders 
traveling to memorialize the 70th anni-
versary of the Katyn Forest massacre, 
as my good friend from Ohio had men-
tioned, where during World War II the 
Soviets executed approximately 22,000 
Polish servicemembers, public serv-
ants, and citizens. Sadly, that site now 
claims the blood of more great Poles. 

Killed on Saturday were President 
Lech Kaczynski, the First Lady, the 
governor of Poland’s central bank, 12 
members of parliament, four generals, 
many other key leaders, and great Pol-
ish citizens such as Anna 
Walentynowicz, the labor activist 
whose firing at the Gdansk shipyard 
helped spark the Solidarity strike. 

President Kaczynski was a great 
leader of Poland and a close, important 
friend of the United States. The son of 
Polish freedom fighters, Lech 
Kaczynski was an active leader within 
the Solidarity movement for demo-
cratic reforms in Poland, which even-
tually led to free elections on June 4, 
1989. 

Elected President in 2005, President 
Kaczynski was a tireless advocate for 
stronger ties with the west and expand-
ing NATO membership in Eastern Eu-
rope. He strengthened the cooperation 
between Poland and the United States, 
and his loss will be felt both in Poland 
and here in America. 

Mr. Speaker, during the time of loss 
for the Polish people, I believe it is es-
pecially important that the United 
States work closely with the people of 
Poland on issues of mutual importance 
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